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king of the Picts, being succeeded by (25) Ethelred,
the son of his deprived predecessor Ethelwald.
Ethelred reigned from 774 to 779, when in con-
sequence of cruel murders ordered by him he was
driven out, and (26) Alfwold, son of (22) Oswulf,
and therefore of the old royal line, succeeded.
Alfwold was murdered in 788, and was succeeded
by (27) Osred, the son of (24) Alchred, sixth
cousin of his predecessor,, and therefore of the royal
line. After a year he was deposed and tonsured,
and was eventually put to death in 792 by (25)
Ethelred, who had recovered the throne lost by his
expulsion in 779. He was killed in 796 in a
faction fight, after he had put to death the last
two males, so far as we know, of the royal line of
Eadbert, JElf and jElfwine, sons of (26) Alfwold,
Simeon of Durham tells us (A. D. 791) that they
were persuaded by false promises to leave sanctuary
in the Cathedral Church of York; were taken by
violence out of the city; and miserably put to
death by Ethelred in Wonwaldrenute. He was
succeeded by (28) Osbald, of unknown parentage,
but a patrician of Northumbria ; he only reigned
twenty-seven days, fled to the king of the Picts,
and died an abbat three years later, in 799. He
was succeeded by (29) Eardulf, a patrician of the
blood royal,1 who had been left for dead by
(25) Ethelred, but had recovered when laid out
for burial by the monks of Bipon. He had the
fullest recognition as king ; was consecrated at
the great altar of St. Paul in York Minster on
May 26, 796, by Archbishop Eanbald. In his

1 We cannot trace his pedigree.